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SEASON’S GREETINGS!
It is still the most wonderful time of the year! In spite of missing those Christmas
parties, choral concerts, the San Francisco Symphony, Nutcracker Ballet, and all the
usual festivities of this time of year, let us be grateful for our families, health, and the
joy and meaning of this season. In my studio, we have traditionally done a Christmas
recital to the delight of residents in one of the local retirement homes. It is yet another
loss not to be able to do that this year. But we are going to play those carols and
holiday music for each other in my studio and for our families. Just listening to that
joyous music has lifted my spirits immensely. I hope you are experiencing the same.
The Contra Costa Music Teachers’ Association of California is also having to tweak our
events depending on what we can do month to month. I so appreciate the work of our
board and committee chairs as they do their best to still provide opportunities for our
students and further education for us teachers during this challenging time.
I am including a new section in this newsletter called “Member News.” Please let me
know if there is any news that you would like me to share with the membership, and I
will be sure to include it for you.
Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah, Happy Holidays!
Sharon Linton, acting President

From our Board:
Get Involved This Year!!
Board elections are coming up later in May, and with this election, there will be
openings on the Board. Have you ever considered serving on the CCMTAC board? Now
would be the time to think about joining the team of teachers who volunteer their time
to your professional organization.
Terms are a duration of two years and it is possible to serve two terms consecutively.
Open positions are likely to be:
President (although you already need to have served on the Board to be eligible for
this).
Vice-President
Membership Secretary
Recording Secretary
Monthly Student Recital Chair
There are various directorships, event chairs and appointments which you could also
become involved in. There is a new Event starting this year: the Jazz and Popular Music
festival. Maybe you are interested in this!
This will be your opportunity to get involved. Open up your directory to page one and
look at all the positions it takes to run CCMTAC. You could identify an area of interest
for you and then call or email the person to see what is involved.
Member news:
Marcia Berryman has moved. She will be opening her studio in March, assuming
schools will be open for in-person learning at that time. Her new address is:

Marcia Berryman, 1001 Camino Verde Circle, Walnut Creek 94597
Eileen Klatsky has retired from teaching piano. Here is the article from The Orinda
News, October 2020. www.theorindanews.com

BAROQUE FESTIVAL CANCELLED
The Baroque Festival committee has decided to cancel the event scheduled for February 2021. The date
is too close to the Certificate of Merit deadline for students to upload their videos in addition to the
continuing uncertainties around Covid-19. We look forward to its return in 2022!
However, the MTAC Sacramento Branch is hosting its annual "Baroque to the Future" Festival on
January 30, 2021, and has invited students of other MTAC branches (not only Sacramento Branch) to
participate. Please see the details below.
– Marcia Berryman, Jeanette Dreifuerst, Julia Neyshloss and Angela Prickett
:

2021 “Baroque to the Future” Festival Update
Festival Date: January 30, 2021
Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting Platform Online
Here are the quick details:
- Will take place on the Zoom platform in a “Live” recital format with YouTube pre-recorded
links. Participating students and adjudicators will be in the “audience”. Shareable links.
- Deadline for application: December 15, 2020.
- Teachers not required to volunteer this year.
- Full information and guidelines are here:

2021 MTAC Sacramento County Branch “Baroque to the Future” Festival Information and Guidelines

- Online registration form is here: 2021 MTAC Sacramento Branch "Baroque to the Future" Festival
Student Registration Form


Certificate of Merit 2021


Instructions for creating CM videos can now be found in your Teacher Portal. Login to your portal, go to
Certificate of Merit, then click on the gold ribbon that says “Resources”. There you will find the CM 2021
Video Recording Guidelines. As soon as the teacher has entered a student’s CM repertoire into the
portal (deadline Jan 15), the student will immediately be able to upload scores and videos of their
pieces through the parent portal. Instructions are available in the parent portal and uploading is done
easily through photo/video/file upload directly through a mobile device or computer. All media must be
uploaded by the deadline of Feb 15. The theory and sight-reading will be available Feb 5-15, 2021. We
encourage teachers and parents to read all information available to them in the portal and to contact
the appropriate resources for questions.
●
●

●

●

Deadline for submission of videos, theory and sightreading for our region is FEB 15, 2021.
CM Branch Chairs are not in the chain of communication this year. All parent and teacher
inquiries go to either the teacher e-support form or the MTAC State Office depending upon
the nature of your question. Parents and teachers may contact the State Office directly for
technical and account questions. Teachers may submit questions through the e-support link
you will find in the portal under CM Resources.--just click the link for the FAQ and Contact
Info to find the link. The FAQ page compiles answers to questions received. You should also
reference the CM Policies and Procedures document which you can find in the portal under
CM Resources. All dates, fees, etc., for everything can be found in the portal under CM
Information and CM Resources.
In summary, please contact the appropriate state resource for any questions you have, as the
Branch Chairs don't have any access to records and the state wants answers to be uniform
from their source.
All CM communications are coming directly from the State Office. Please be sure to read all
emails you receive from MTAC.

CM Committee: Julie Rieth, Jeanette Dreifuerst, Lorraine Phillips, Karen Cruz, Gail Peterson

PROGRAMS
Thank you to our teachers who joined a most informative presentation about historically informed
performance practice of the Baroque era with JungHae Kim. We had a great turnout! Mark your
calendars for our CCMTAC Membership meeting on Thursday, January 21, 2020 at 10am. It will be
followed by a presentation with Elizabeth Swarthout, Faculty Member of the Golandsky Institute, who
will lecture on “Injury-Free Playing Using the Taubman Approach.” We are currently planning to have

the meeting and program on Zoom. Please check the January newsletter for registration information.
Due to the continued Covid19 restrictions, we unfortunately will not be gathering in December for our
annual Holiday Party. Wishing you all safe, festive, smaller holiday celebrations and looking forward to
another time when our branch can gather together!
Patti Lim, Director

STUDENT RECITALS
The next monthly student recital will be held on Zoom Sunday, January 10 at 2pm, for
school age and adult students. Please register your students online at ccmtac.com.
The data base will close one week prior to the recital.
Lorraine Phillips, Chair
TEACHERS' PERFORMANCE WORKSHOPS
There is no teacher workshop scheduled for December. Let's hope the situation has improved by
January so we can plan a small gathering in person. I will keep you informed via Newsletter and/or
email. Good health and sanity to you all.
Barbara Anderson, Chair

