Contra Costa Music Teacher’s
Association of California
March 1, 2020
Dear CCMTAC Members,
Congratulations! Today is the last day of CM. We did it!
Great thanks to all people involved, but mostly to our CM
committee, making all arrangements for this year! It’s a
tremendous piece of work! We are lucky to have such a
professional team making all the right decisions at the
right time. We really appreciate their hard work!
Teachers, please remember to update your contact information for membership at
www.mtac.org as well as www.ccmtac.com. These websites are not linked so you will have to
update your information on each website. Instructions for updating your personal information
are found on the CCMTAC website under Branch Info, then selecting Member Help or enter this
link in your browser: http://www.ccmtac.com/memberhelp.php
The MTAC convention is July 3 to July 7 at the Hilton, Los Angeles Airport. The theme of the
convention 2020 is “Collaborate, Create, Celebrate.” Registration opens March 1.
Tanya Heeb
Contra Costa Branch President
COMING EVENTS
March 5: Board Meeting at 10:30, Steinway Gallery
March 8: Student Recital, 2:00 p.m. Orinda Community Church
March 11: Teacher Performance Workshop, 9:30 a.m. at Tanya Heeb’s residence
STUDENT RECITALS
The next Student Monthly Recital is scheduled for Sunday, March 3, at 2:00 p.m., Orinda
Community Church. This recital is for school age students. Please register your students online
at ccmtac.org. The database will close March 3. Following recital is April 5 at 2:00 p.m.
Lorraine Phillips, Chair
BAROQUE FESTIVAL
We had a very successful Baroque Festival this year. It was our 25th Baroque Festival.
Many thanks to all teachers who came and worked at this event. We absolutely cannot put on
the Festival without your help!
Please plan to enroll your students in 2021.
Marcia Berryman, Jeanette Dreifuerst, Angela Prickett and Julia Neyshloss,
Baroque Festival Committee
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PROGRAMS
Master Class with Hans Boepple was a wonderful event with many teachers in attendance. This
time it was Hans Boepple himself selecting the pieces to work with since we had more students
applying for this class then he could take. Our students were all well prepared and not too shy to
communicate with the Master. Music selection was excellent: Bach to start with, followed by
Beethoven, Liszt, Debussy. We are missing one participant in the picture. The girl was a little
shy.

Thank you, Patti Lim for
organizing this Master Class!

HONORING OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS RECITAL
The Honor Our High School Senior Recital is earlier than usual this year. The date is May 3 and
we will start at 7 p.m. in the Lafayette Library and Community Center. We are welcoming your
donations to run this program this year and in coming years.
Applications could be found on the website. The deadline is April 20. Start preparing your
students for this amazing event. We don’t require memorization but we do expect that the
selections be well-prepared and polished. We must insist on a 7 minutes limit to the selections.
Our time at the Library is limited.
Once the application and the one-page essay on “What Music Has Meant to Me” has been
completed, these should be mailed to Ruth Ann Schwan, 640 Glorietta Blvd, Lafayette 94549.
We look forward to hearing your student selections and giving them the $100 scholarship
stipend, a Certificate of Participation, plus entering their name for a drawing for an Amazon gift
card. See you in May!
Ruth Ann Schwan, HOHSS Chair

2

In case you forgot to make your donations to this very special for-your-student event and are
ready to do it now – send your check to our treasurer Julie Rieth, 120 Fulham Ct., San Ramon,
94583 and mark it for “Awards for Excellence.”
TEACHER’S PERFORMANCE WORKSHOPS
Music Teachers' Performance Workshop will be hosted by Tanya Heeb on March 12 at 2541
Appaloosa Ct. in Walnut Creek. I would like to encourage new members to attend. Even if you
do not wish to perform, it is a nice way to become acquainted in a small group. If you wish to
attend, please contact Tanya at: heebtanya@gmail.com or call her (925) 988-8041
Barbara Anderson, Chair
VOCE (Voice, Orchestral Instruments, Chamber Music and Ensembles)
Our branch VOCE recital (Vocalists, Orchestral instruments, Chamber Music and Ensemble) is
open to all instruments and voice.
Piano teachers: Do let me know if you have students that would like to play a movement of a
chamber music piece. Student should be Level Five or higher. (Piano solo or duets are not a
part of VOCE.)
String and Wind teachers: Let me know if you have interested students in playing chamber
music, in a studio ensemble, or in ensemble. I can help to organize.
Teachers of participating students may be asked to coach ensembles. We are looking to have
instrumentalists perform a movement from a larger work (or a somewhat short work) that can
be put together in just three or four rehearsals.
Voice and Harp teachers: We welcome your soloists and/or studio ensembles.
Once I have the list of participating students, I can choose appropriate repertoire for ensembles.
I also appreciate any input regarding repertoire suggestions.
I would like to have participating students confirmed no later than April 1.
My email address: jamesgreening36@gmail.com
Many thanks,
James Greening, CCMTAC VOCE Chair
MSSL
The MSSL website (www.msslmusic.org)
Michelle Chen, Student President, MSSL Contra Costa

Jenny Wong, MSSL Chairperson

Special Events and Information
From the studio of Dr. Joseph Irrera
Congratulations to Joseph's student, Seth Raphael, for recently being chosen as a prize
winner of the 2020 American Protégé International Piano competition. As a result, Seth,
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who is a 7th grader at Walnut Creek Intermediate School, will make his Carnegie Hall
debut on May 25th.

PAS Vocal Competition for High School Students
Auditions held at Grace Presbyterian Church 2100 Tice Valley Boulevard, Walnut
Creek on March 28, 2020
Any high school student (grades 9-12, age 18 or younger) who resides in Contra Costa or
Alameda County, or who is a member (student or family) of Contra Costa Performing
Arts Society, or whose vocal teacher is a member of Contra Costa Performing Arts
Society. The Junior Category is open to freshmen and sophomores only. The Advanced
Category is open to everyone, including freshmen and sophomores.

Fees - $20

Kraków Piano Seminar
Performances, Concerts, and Piano Study in Poland
July 28-August 13, 2020
Artist Faculty:
Adam Wibrowski- Professor emeritus- Conservatory of Paris
Dr. William Wellborn- San Francisco Conservatory of Music

St. Paul's is pleased to present their Concert Series.

Located in downtown Walnut
Creek, the St. Paul's Concert Series offers monthly world-class performances to the
local community for an affordable, donation-based cost. Free parking is provided, or an
easy walk three blocks from Walnut Creek BART. All concerts start at 7:00 pm.
Maarch 14- Anna Maria Mendieta -Concert Classical and Celtic Harp

PAS Presents another Master Class for piano students
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