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Dear Members,
Many of us are very busy helping our students with the final preparations for the 2022 CM exams. I wish you
and your students the best of luck in your final two weeks before the March 15 deadline.
Concurrent with our yearly CM process, our attention is drawn to even more horrifying and devastating world
events. Please accept the following as MY thoughts, reflections on our roles as people in the arts.
With all that is pressing down on us, I am reminded that every one of us, (and speaking to our mission as music
educators) every composer, every composition has a story and a context behind it: what personal, cultural and
world events, both tragic and wonderful, were occurring. Pieces we teach, love and listen to have roots in
devastating circumstances, such as Shostokovich Symphony No. 5.
The Arts, music, theater, visual arts, dance, etc, embody the depth and breadth of human experience and lifts
us up and connects us through the doing. In the book ‘Joys and Sorrows’ written with and about Pablo Casals,
he said, “The only weapon he ever used was the baton and the cello.” His life was informed and forever
changed by the Spanish Civil War. With heavy hearts, and tears, we continue onward.
Read through the newsletter to see what your association is doing. Please note: there is a call for your opinion
in the Announcements section AND a notice of an upcoming General Meeting following directly.
With warmth and a hopeful spirit,
Norma Bristol, President
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MEETINGS, PROGRAMS AND RECITALS
GENERAL MEETING – MAY 19, 2022
We hope to hold this meeting in-person on Thursday, May 19. Stay tuned for finalized details in the April/May
newsletter. This will be a business meeting, a social mixer, possibly a lunch, information for the November
2022 Sonata Contest and a sheet music sale. All of these are long overdue. Put this on your calendar and
please plan to attend.

PROGRAMS
SCOTT FOGELSONG LECTURE, TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022 @ 10 AM; link included. Please respond ASAP.
Happy March everyone! Hope everyone’s still been safe and healthy! Just a quick announcement that
Scott Foglesong’s event on March 8 at 10 AM has been determined to be a Zoom event.
Scott will be presenting on the topic called “Learning from the Great Pianists of Old” which will be an
insight of pianists like Busoni, Friedman, Rachmaninoff, Hofmann, etc — pianists who were trained in
the 19th century and give us a chance to explore now-nearly-lost styles of piano playing.
Scott is currently the Chair of Musicianship and Music Theory at the SF Conservatory of Music where
he had been a faculty member since 1978. He also serves as Program Annotator for the California
Symphony, Maestro Foundation, and Grand Teton Music Festival, in addition to writing for concert
organizations nationwide. He is also a Contributing Writer and Pre-Concert Lecturer for the San
Francisco Symphony.
The Zoom link is included below. Please RSVP right away as the program is next week. I would love
to see everyone join! There will be a Q&A session after the event so please stick around for that as
well!
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrf--spzgqE9T59Vptg309RWf4FV3t3y-6
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting. See you all there.
JOHN NAKAMATSU MASTERCLASS, SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2022 @ 3PM
Look for details coming up regarding sign-ups and requirements.
Cynthia and Amy, Co-program directors
MONTHLY STUDENT RECITALS
The next Monthly Recital will be held in person at Orinda Community Church on Sunday March 6th at 2 p.m. Fifteen
students will be performing. There is now a new and better process for signing Waivers for events. This is
done completely online through a Waiver Link which the teacher sends to the parents of students involved in a
performance, festival or competition. Chairpersons can view the completion of Waiver Forms online. Many thanks
to Julie Rieth for setting up this new streamlined process.
Anne Russell, Recital Chair
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TEACHERS’ PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP
We had a nice turnout for the February Music Teachers' Workshop. Our next workshop is Thursday,
March 10. at 10:00 a.m. at my house.
I look forward to seeing you.
All Instrumental and voice teachers are welcome. It is a good chance for new members to meet in small
groups to get acquainted.
You can share your students' pieces for any level, new music or your favorites. You may let me know if you
plan to attend by email or phone.
Barbara Anderson
banderson@gmail.com; 925-254-5049
CERTIFICATE OF MERIT
Some reminders, hints and timelines:
1) If you or your students have technical questions about the portal, etc, contact the state office directly.
2) Sight Reading and Theory Test window is available March 5-15.
3) Sight Reading and Theory Practice Tests are available NOW. This must be done through your teacher portal.
Go to your student’s current year CM application and scroll down to the small yellow bar titled “Practice
tests”. Follow the prompts to send the tests to the student’s parent.
4) Printable scratch paper is available in both the teacher and parent portals. Look under “Resources”.
5) Several “how-to” videos are available in both the teacher and parent portals now. Get your questions
answered with these videos!
6) Music scores, videos and technique videos may all be uploaded by either student or teacher NOW in the
portal.
Julie Reith, CM Chair

HONOR OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR’S RECITAL- HOHSS
On May 1, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. our branch will host the annual HOHSS program, to be held at the
Grace Presbyterian Church in Walnut Creek. APPLICATION DEADLINE: APRIL 17, 2022.
This is an excellent opportunity for students who are seniors to participate in a very special
program designed to recognize the accomplishment of continuing music studies throughout their
high school years. Please start talking with your seniors now about what piece they may want to
play for this celebration of music. The time limit is 7 minutes and no memorization is
required. However, for this to be a high point for the students, the piece should be well prepared
and one that the student knows well. There will be a monetary award given in the range of $50$100 depending on the number of registrants. We are most grateful for the donation from Contra
Costa Performing Arts Society which helped fund this year’s program. In addition, we are always
looking for donations to help fund future HOHSS events. Below is a link to the application. Direct
any further questions to Kirsten West: 88keywest@gmail.com.
Here's the link to the HOHSS application: https://forms.gle/umGPa7c3Nqmk6R4UA
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TO SCHEDULE A STUDIO RECITAL
You may schedule your own private studio recital at Orinda Community Church. As a CCMTAC member, you
can rent the sanctuary for a cost of $150. Due to COVID regulations, the church is asking only vaccinated and
masked people use the church facilities. Contact Anna Gregory @ office@orindachurch.org Phone: 925-2544906.

CONTESTS AND FESTIVALS
SONATA CONTEST
2022 contest information: TBA in April or May
POPULAR MUSIC FESTIVAL: Some branches hold a summertime Popular Music Festival. Anyone interested in
getting in on the ground floor of organizing this event?

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We need your opinion:
We encourage you to have your opinion heard on in-person CM testing. If you want more
background information, search for the MailChimp sent to you on February 14. This includes extensive
information on the Joel Tepper proposal. Only one person responded to this MailChimp. As MTAC goes
forward with on-line testing, we are giving you the opportunity to have your opinion noted. The question
is simply:
Are you in favor of future in-person CM testing ______yes

______no.

If so, kindly respond to Kirsten West at: 88keywest@gmail.com
Kirsten has agreed to gather and tally opinions.
You can make syllabus suggestions for the revised 2024 syllabus. Make your suggestions on the MTAC
website.
JULY MTAC STATE CONVENTION: VOICES OF THE WORLD
The 2022 State Convention will be held July 1-5 at the Hyatt Regency Orange County. Mark your calendars!
Did you see the recent email from MTAC about the 2022 State Convention? It is going to be an amazing
Convention! We will be inspired by incredible speakers and performers including Vijay Gupta, Gwhyneth Chen, Derek
Brown, The Debussy Trio, Lori Marie Rios, Block X Block, and Tukuypaj. You can learn more about them by going to the
link listed below. Please share this exciting news with your Branch members and encourage them to attend the 2022
MTAC State Convention: Voices of the World!
http://www.mtac.org/events-information/convention/

LATEST SCAMS: I am including two emails I received. Note: I live in Oakland. Be ware!!!
Scam #1: I got your name from the "Find a Teacher" section of the Music Teachers' Association of California's
website. I am looking for a good piano teacher for my five year old grandson who lives in the Oakmore area of
Oakland.
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Our family is very musical. My husband is a musician: a pianist, composer, conductor, and educator. I was a
professional singer for many years and our daughter loves to sing. Our grandson has been surrounded by music
and our daughter would like him to get formal training now.
Are you taking new students? If you are, we would like to have a conversation with you about your methods,
fee schedule, and where you are located. We are hoping to find a good teacher who is in the area where my
grandson lives.
Thank you very much,
SCAM #2 My name is Tamar Shusteff, and I got your name from MTAC.
I am reaching out because we are considering switching piano teachers.
Do you have any availability? We have four children, three of whom take lessons at ages 14, 13, and
8.They range in abilities as the oldest has been taking since age 6. Their existing teacher has
focused on classical training and music.
We are looking for someone who is willing to teach in person, and who ideally would be able to come
to our house in Piedmont, as with 3 kids,
lessons take a while to complete.
Please let me know if you have time to take on new students, and if so, how we could meet you.
Thank you,
Tamar

________________________________________________________________________________
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