Contra Costa Music Teacher’s
Association of California
May 1, 2020
Dear CCMTAC Members,

With the latest extension of the stay-at-home orders, it
looks like we all have to continue to practice patience and
gratitude, knowing that we are improving everyone's
chances of avoiding the virus! Public health officials in 6 Bay Area counties and the city of
Berkeley released new health orders Wednesday extending mandates to shelter-in-place through
May 31, while relaxing restrictions around some outdoor business and recreation activities.
There is some hope for our business to come back to normal one day (of course “new normal”
with masks and cleaning keys after each student). The good news about this time - air quality has
improved. Take a deep breath, then another…Enjoy it!
Tanya Heeb,
Contra Costa Branch President
The news from State Board of Directors
Here are the latest developments resulting from the impact of COVID-19:
1. The MTAC Convention 2020, scheduled for July 3-7 at the LAX Hilton, is moving online! We
will be posting virtual teacher and student sessions as well as student competitions and
recitals. We are working with our presenters, exhibitors, and featured artists to bring a
unique Convention experience into your home July 10-14. We will be in touch soon with
more information.
2. The 2020 Certificate of Merit Convention Recitals have been cancelled, including CM Theme,
Festival, New Materials, and Ensemble Recitals.
3. For students whose CM evaluations were postponed, evaluations will be rescheduled.
Please check for emails with updated information.
4. State Programs are transitioning online; please look for updates from the State Office.
5. There is a link to a “Video Conferencing Services List” on the home page of your teacher
portal (log in at new.mtac.org). This list includes instructions on how to use some
popular online video conferencing tools in your online lessons: Zoom; Google Hangouts;
Webex; FaceTime; and Skype.
Please remember the following deadlines:
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1. Branch Transfer period change: The Branch Transfer period for MTAC members has been
changed to May 1 - July 15. If you are considering joining a different branch, you may
request a transfer and pay your renewal through your Teacher Portal from May 1 to July 15.
2. Branch Officer update: The Branch Officer update period has been changed to May 1- July
15. Officers for 2020-2021 must be entered through the Branch Admin portal. To request
Branch Admin access, please contact your Branch President. Please note that all officers
must renew their membership by the July 31 deadline in order to be listed as a Branch
Officer in the printed membership directory.
3. Membership renewals begin on May 1. At this time, the entire State Office is working from
home and is therefore unable to mail out invoices or process payments by check. If you mail
a check to the State Office, no one will receive it. We strongly urge you to log in to
new.mtac.org and renew online. The last day to renew your membership is July 31.
COMING EVENTS
May 7: Board Meeting 10:30 a.m. via Zoom
May 3-10: Honoring Our High School Seniors
HONORING OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS RECITAL

This letter was sent to all seniors who applied for the HOHSS.
Due to the extended Social Distancing requirements, we are not going to have the May 3rd
recital in the Lafayette Library as planned. Instead we are requiring that the students record their
solos including announcing your name, the name of your selection and the full name of the
composer. When this has been done, you should send the recording and the attached Parental
Permission Form to Mrs. Kirsten West (email: 88keywest@gmail.com).
All of this should be done as soon as possible so that the postings can occur as early as May 3rd
through May 10th. You will be receiving the $100.00 scholarship after May 10th. The
Certificates will be made available as soon as they are completed.
Ruth Ann Schwan, Kirsten West, Co-Chairs

Special Events and Information
Lamorinda Music news
We are open for phone, email, and internet orders. We have stocked up on all the common
method books being used. The piano instructors that teach here have shifted (fairly successfully)
to online teaching and they have been sending their students to purchase books from us. They
have also ordered quite a few for themselves since they don't have the student's copy to look at.
We have the standard Faber piano method books available for online ordering here but we have
hundreds more piano method books in stock in our store.
2

Most folks have been calling in or emailing and we can pull together their order and have it
available in a drop box right outside our store's front door for pickup whenever it is convenient.

Gregory Taboloff is presenting an All
Liszt recital in July. His program features many of Liszt’s greatest masterpieces including:
Paganini Etude No. 3, Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2, Annees de Pelerinage - Suisse, Rigoletti
Fantasy, and more. Tickets are available through
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