Contra Costa Music Teachers’ Association of California
May, 2021, Newsletter
Welcome to the month of May, recitals, the end of another school year, and graduations. What
a year this has been, but resourceful musicians found a way to keep on teaching, and our
students continued to progress. Now you may be planning a spring recital. Please read the
letter below from the new pastor of the Orinda Community Church if you would like to schedule
a recital there.
Diane Hidy’s lecture on “Real Kids--Real Solutions” at the end of April gave us teachers some
very creative ideas for teaching familiar concepts and new insights into the minds and lives of
children trying to learn. Again, we thank Patti Lim for organizing such interesting and helpful
programs for our branch this year.
The Honor Our High School Seniors Recital will be tomorrow, May 2. Let’s support and
congratulate these high school students who stuck with their music lessons through their senior
year!
Our final General Membership meeting will be on May 20. Don’t miss this important meeting
where we will vote on new board and director positions and have next fall’s Sonata Contest
repertoire presented by our new chair, Jim Gardner.
We look forward to fall plans to resume our normal festivals and events live once again. In the
meantime, may you have a restful and rejuvenating summer.
Sharon Linton, acting President

HONORING OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
Due to the large (21 students!) response for our Honoring Our High School
Seniors (HOHSS) Live Watch Party Recital on Sunday, May 2, we decided to split into two
recitals, one from 3:30-4:45 and the second one from 5:00-6:15 p.m. Students must attend
but all performances will be from their recorded submissions. Students will receive a $100 check
in the mail for their participation. This recital is a celebration of graduating seniors and their
dedication to music study throughout their primary and secondary education.
In order for a High School Senior student to participate, (s)he submitted a videotaped recording
in addition to a one-page essay on, ‘What music study has meant to me.’
This has always been a well-attended event. We look forward to hearing and seeing
these seniors as they move onward to new experiences in their lives. To attend this
event, please click on the link below. Invite students and friends. And HERE IS A LINK to the
fabulous essays written by the participants. (Identifying information has been removed so the
essays are anonymous.)
Sincerely, Norma, Kirsten, Gail and Julie

Julie Rieth is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: HOHSS Recital
Time: May 2, 2021 03:15 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87392771072?pwd=NklZMjJScVJIeGptZXBYM001RHBMdz09
Meeting ID: 873 9277 1072
Passcode: 985986
One tap mobile
+14086380968,,87392771072#,,,,*985986# US (San Jose)
+16699006833,,87392771072#,,,,*985986# US (San Jose)
Dial by your location
+1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
Meeting ID: 873 9277 1072
Passcode: 985986
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kew1nEVoaA

STUDENT RECITALS
The final recital for this school year will be held on Zoom, Sunday May 2 at 2 pm for school
age and adult students. The database is now closed.
Lorraine Phillips, Chair
YEAR-END GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - Thursday, May 20 at 10am
Please join us for our year-end General Membership Meeting. We will hold formal elections for
members who have been nominated to positions on the Board for the 2021-2023 term.
1. President: Norma Bristol
2. Vice-President: Nadia Blank-Koliha
3. Recording Secretary: Patti Lim
4. Membership Secretary: Karen Cruz
5. Treasurer: Julie Rieth
6. Assistant Treasurer: Satoko Fogarty
7. Parliamentarian: Georgia Couch
8. Monthly Recital Coordinator: Anne Russell
9. Program Coordinator: Amy Zheng & Cynthia Ley
10. Teacher Workshop Coordinator: Barbara Anderson
11. At-large: Darja Koehler
Additionally, Jim Gardner will report on the Sonata Festival Repertoire which will be held later
this fall. Use the link below to register in advance and you will receive a meeting link to attend
on Zoom in your email.

You are invited to a Zoom meeting.
When: May 20, 2021 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkcOGrqTorE9NKUWuJdJKjZMFNdzHPE60j

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.
Patti Lim, Programs Director

TEACHERS’ PERFORMANCE WORKSHOPS
We plan to resume Teachers’ Performance Workshops in the fall. It should be safe, then, to
return to "in person" gatherings. For simplicity I plan to host them all at my home and perhaps
move the time to 10:00 a.m. to be consistent with our other meetings. The list of dates will be
included in the directory or on our website. I look forward to seeing and hearing you all, so
stay well and keep practicing.
Barbara Anderson
CM
The State Office will be sending me CM certificates and senior medallions, but I haven’t
received them yet. When I receive them I’ll prepare them for distribution and let you know
where and when to pick them up.
Julie Rieth

SONATA CONTEST, November 20, 2021
The list of repertoire for next fall’s contest will be presented at the Thursday, May 20, 10 am
General Membership meeting. We will be using most of the selections from this year’s
canceled event with a few changes and additions. Please click here to find the updated
repertoire list on our branch website.
The date for next fall’s event is now confirmed as Saturday, November 20, 2021 at the
Orinda Community Church. Registration will close on Sunday, Oct. 3. Levels 1-6 will be $35;
Levels 7-10 will be $40.
Jim Gardner, Chair
BAROQUE FESTIVAL 2022
We have set a date for the Baroque Festival for January 28th and 29th, 2022, at Orinda
Community Church.
Your Baroque Festival Committee

INFORMATION ABOUT RECITALS AT ORINDA COMMUNITY CHURCH
Dagmar Slovak has left and I am the new pastor. We are in the process of writing a new job
description and hope to have someone taking care of administrative duties soon.
The most important thing I want you to know is that we had a burglary during the pandemic
and our handbells were stolen. As a result of that, we have recently rekeyed the church.
We have installed electronic lockboxes around the church campus, though we don't have them
up and running yet. The plan is to give you distinct key codes for the boxes/rooms you will
need to get into. For those who are considering recitals in May, we *might* have this
completed, but might not. If we don't have the lockboxes set up, we will make sure someone is
at the church to let you in and lock up afterward.
I'm sorry for the inconvenience, but once we get this set, it should be easy and convenient and
we will just ask you to return the key to the lockbox when you are done.
If you have any questions, please let me know. The best way to reach me is via email at
elizabeth.orindachurch@gmail.com or my cell phone: (303) 601-2118.
Many thanks for your patience during this nutty time,
Elizabeth Robinson
MTAC State Convention July 2-6, 2021
This year’s Convention – Unity Through Music – will be a virtual event taking place July 2-6
with a Convention archive posted through the end of July 2021.
Ticket prices are $150 for members, $225 for non-members, and $40 for Student Track. Tickets
are available now through June 30. Please note that tickets will not be available for purchase
once Convention begins. Click here to purchase tickets.
The Board and State Office are busy creating a great Convention for our members and
students. Registration is now open. To obtain the teacher discounted rate of $150, please enter
your MTAC ID into the “Enter promo code” field. If your students are interested in attending
Convention as a Student Track participant, registration is now open for them as well. Student
Track is a great option for students who are not on the Performer Track but would like to attend
Student Track sessions and Artist Recitals.
TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
• Membership renewals begin on May 1. Please remember to update your contact information
and renew. Registration for Active over 80 members is free (if you’ve been Active for 10 years
or longer) but you must still renew. Membership renewal can be completed online at
new.mtac.org. The last day to renew your membership is July 31.

