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Dear Members,
Welcome to another busy year of working with and navigatingaround the challenges we are all facing. So
much challenge, so much change. And yet, so much joy too……just look at the picture above. Zoom or inperson, the music goes on! During these past months of pandemic and uncertainty, if you are like me, this has
been a time of getting more and more in touch with what is important. As an association, we are tasked with
continuing our much-valued programs, contests, recitals and meetings. As teachers, we are faced with daily
issues of maintaining our studios, while providing safe environments for ourselves and our students.
Interwoven in all of this, and foremost, are our personal lives, our families, friends and loved ones near and far.
Decisions must be made on what we will do or not do; where we will go or not go; who we will see and who we
will not see, not to mention the ever-so-real pursuit of how we will make a living. And remember your mask
when you leave the house, if you leave the house. Sometimes, things are overwhelming and exhausting. What
do we do to replenish and sustain ourselves? We are lucky that we have a shared muse: MUSIC, one of the
great endeavors of humankind! We are a part of this amazing art form: playing, teaching, sharing, inspiring
and creating music, rich with color and sound. Well done all!
Read on to see what your association is doing.
Thoughtfully, Norma Bristol
President
MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS can be found on the CCMTAC website at the beginning of each month, September
through May. Also look for a MailChimp communication in your email folders.
2021-2022 CCMTAC DIRECTORIES will be available soon for pick up. Look for details coming up.
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MEETINGS, PROGRAMS AND RECITALS
FROM OUR TEACHERS’ PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP CHAIR
Our first meeting for the season is scheduled for Thursday, September 9 at 10.00 a.m.
It will be held at my house, 6 Van Tassel Lane, Orinda. Teachers of all instruments, including voice, are
welcome. Because of the pandemic, we will have to take precautions, masks, sanitizing hands and
keyboards. It has been suggested that no refreshments be served so we don't need to remove masks. It will
be so nice to see all again. Please let me know if you wish to attend by email. bandersonpiano@gmail.com.
Barbara Anderson, Chair
MEET & GREET/OPEN HOUSE: Thursday, September 16 at 10:30 am. Sign-ups required.
Take this opportunity to meet the Board; get your questions answered about CM and other programs.
Look for your invitation to sign-up for the Zoom link.
FROM OUR MONTHLY STUDENT RECITALS CHAIR
Our first monthly student recital is scheduled for October 10, at 2 P.M. The registration page is now open.
Please register your students online at Ccmtac.com. Teachers, please note that a waiver is now required to
attend in-person events. Students cannot play without this form signed by their parents.
The database will close one week prior to the scheduled recital.
Anne Russell, Recital chair
FROM OUR PROGRAMS CHAIRS
Our events for the year have been decided, so please welcome our three special guests as they present on a
variety of subjects. Check the monthly newsletter and your 2021-2022 directory for information on these
educational and inspiring programs.
Our first guest speaker, Justin Levitt!
November 18, 2021 @ 10 a.m.
Location: Steinway Piano Gallery in Walnut Creek (tentative upon COVID-19 situation), otherwise on Zoom.
As the manager of your local Walnut Creek Steinway store as well as being an accomplished composer, please
join us for a special recital performed by Justin Levitt as he presents his two new books that will be released.
FROM OUR CERTIFICATE OF MERIT CHAIR
Be sure to check your portal at new.mtac.org for important CM dates. MTAC has published a “CM Calendar
2021-2022” which is visible on the teacher page when you log in. Info on dates and rates is available by
clicking on the “Certificate of Merit” tab and then clicking “Information” or “Fees” accordingly. CCMTAC’s
submission deadline this year will be March 15, 2022, with results available on April 4, 2022.
TO SCHEDULE A STUDIO RECITAL
Contact Anna Gregory, office manager at Orinda Community Church
Email: office@orindachurch.org Phone: 925-254-4906
Orinda Community Church
10 Irwin Way, Orinda 94563
2

Contra Costa Music Teachers Association of California Newsletter

September 2021

CONTEST AND FESTIVALS
SONATA CONTEST
Saturday, November 20, 2021; Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda 94563
Application Deadline: Sunday October 3, 2021
For further information, look on the CCMTAC website.
Director: Jim Gardner
BAROQUE CONTEST
January 28-29, 2021; Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda 94563
Application Deadline: December 20, 2021
For further information, look on the CCMTAC website
Directors: Marcia Berryman, Jeanette Dreifuerst, Angela Prickett

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER!!
Carlene and Bruce Reeves have recently celebrated their 65th. wedding anniversary this past July. Carlene is a
past-president and also served on the Baroque Festival Committee. Hearty and heart-filled congratulations go
out to you both from your branch members.
SUBMIT PROGRAMS FROM RECITALS TO MTAC: This is a reminder that programs from branch recitals, master
classes, competitions and private studios should be submitted to the State Office. MTAC has an overall
licensing agreement with ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers) that ensures it’s
members receive royalties from the music the MTAC students and members perform. Kindly submit your
recital programs to: Maria Mercado at mariam@mtac.org.
DIABLO WOMEN’S CHORALE – MUSIC DIRECTOR
The Diablo Women's Chorale, one of the oldest choruses in the San Francisco Bay area, is searching for a
Music Director. The ideal candidate will be an experienced and enthusiastic music director who would enjoy
directing a chorus of 30-35 women in singing primarily modern music (popular standards, folk, rock, jazz, etc.).
The chorale rehearses on Monday evenings from 7 to 9 PM in Walnut Creek. (There is a possibility of
rehearsing on a different day if necessary, however.) For consideration, please contact:
Anne Morris, President
Diablo Women's Chorale
Website: Diablo Women's Chorale
admorris1@aol.com
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925-968-9962
ANNOUNCEMENTS continued

SEEKING STUDIO RENTAL
Tom P. Stone, music teacher, is looking for studio space to rent in Walnut Creek 94598 area near Countrywood
Shopping Center, Bancroft Elementary/De La Salle High School/Treat Blvd.. He teaches Euphonium, Trumpet,
Trombone, Piano; beginning to intermediate.
Contact information: cell: 415-549-6471, email: tpstone1313@gmail.com

NORTH BERKELEY REFORM SYNAGOGUE SEEKS A DIRECTOR/PIANO ACCOMPANIST FOR ITS ADULT SATB
CHORUS
If you are an experienced chorus leader with a passion for teaching and love of music, consider applying to join
our team. Congregation Beth El, Berkeley’s progressive Reform Congregation since 1945, seeks an experienced
DIRECTOR/PIANO ACCOMPANIST to lead its adult SATB CHORUS. Beth El has had a non-audition, volunteer
SATB chorus for more than 10 years.
This is a part-time (approximately 6-8 hours per month) employee position, working directly with the Beth El
chorus and the Cantor. This position begins in mid-October.
More than 500 households rely on the congregation for worship, community, preschool care, after school
education, summer camp and a wide range of additional programming throughout the year.
Our branch needs a director for Composer’s Today program. If you are interested, contact Norma Bristol at
ncbristol@gmail.com.
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